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 “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil for you are with me; your rod and your staff; they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). Many people seek guidance and comfort through some influence in their life, one key theme in To Kill a Mockingbird. The historical-fiction novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, written by Harper Lee tells a powerful story of the innocence of the young protagonist charters, Scout and Jem, being harmed from the unjust ways of society. Through the trial of a man accused of a crime he did not commit and wrong doing of everyday activities bring the main charters further away from their innocence.  The world, as seen from the eyes of a child, unfolds cruel happenings through little white lies, the absence of a father, and runaway child trying to find his way. Harper Lee’s powerful author’s craft suggests that everyone seeks security through a central influence in his or her life.
Harmless as little white lies can be, greater truths can pour through the tightly stitched seams. Often seen throughout the novel, the character Dill will tell a harmless lie then quickly follow it with the truth. A conversation between Jem and Dill about how he got to their house from running away reveals his habits. “He traveled with the show all over the Mississippi until his infallible sense of direction told him he was in Abbott County, Alabama just across the river from Maycomb” (Lee 187). Jem, doubting Dill, questions his unbelievable story of traveling with an animal show. Dill responds with the truth, that he stole money from his mother’s purse, caught a train, and hitch- hiked the rest of the way. Dill lies to make an illusion that his life is better than it is. He tries to hide his insecurities by warping them so much that the reader can’t tell the truth apart from the known lies.  This repetition of lies to truths, a strong form of author’s craft, reveals untold truths about Dill's life.
 One lie Dill often repeats is about his own father, "’Like your daddy’s?’ ‘He ain’t got a beard he– ‘Dill stopped as if trying to remember. ‘Uh huh, caughtcha,’ I said. ‘You said ‘fore you were off the train good your daddy had a black beard– ‘“(Lee 63). Dill claims to know who and where his dad is, but in reality he has no idea. These lies make it clear about Dills abandonment and his longing need for security. The abandonment of Dill’s biological father forces him to seek comfort though his step-father in which he will never be provided. Dill’s relationship with his step-father is a poor one, in Dill eyes he is a person “who dislikes him,” and doesn’t want to spend good time with him (Lee  186). Having a poor relationship with his step-dad, leaves no one for Dill to look up to on an everyday basis. Not having a father, a central influence in Dill’s life, leaves Dill with untenable deep feeling of abandonment followed by insecurity.
Insecurities can be overridden, once met with the proper person who can change those feelings into warmth and comfort. Atticus, a wise mentor and the father of the protagonist, is the closest Dill has ever felt to a fatherly figure. Atticus is only man that Dill has looked up to all his life. Dill went through a period of time when he felt alone and not loved by his family. These moments built up a need for security and love so Dill turned to the only man he knew that could provide it, Atticus. He ran away to Atticus’s home knowing that love and comfort would be provided not only by him, but his family. In an extreme moment of trouble Atticus came forth and comforted Dill, “you could spend the night with us—you’d like that, wouldn’t you?” (Lee 188). When all seemed lost Atticus offered his home for the night and a good stay after. Atticus freed Dill from his feelings that engulfed him with loneliness and insecurity. Atticus has been and will be the man Dill looks up to be his father. Having nowhere to turn, he sought out Atticus, a central influence in his life who provided security for the young boy.

Dill in his out most insecure moment of trouble turns to Atticus, his closest thing to a father to find security. Dill’s dependence on Atticus proves Harper Lee’s message everyone seeks security through a central influence in his/her lives. People depend on other people in a healthy, constructive ways.  To Kill a Mockingbird influences the reader to build strong relationships with the people who mean the most to them.  Having someone to lean on can help people grow and develop, and through thick and thin they will stand by each other’s side giving them strength to carry on.
